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6. HEALTH HAZARD DATA: 

EYE: May cause pain, moderate eye irritation and slight corneal 
injury. Vapors may irritate eyes. 

SKIN CONTACT: Prolonged or repeated exposure may cause skin 
irritation, even a burn. Repeated contact may cause drying or 
flaking of skin. May cause more severe response if confined to 
skin. Extensive skin contact with methylene chloride, such as 
immersion, may cause an intense burning sensation followed by a 
cold, numb feeling which will subside after contact. 

SKIN ABSORPTION: A single prolonged exposure is not likely to 
result in the material being absorbed through skin in harmful 
amounts. The dermal LD50 has not been determined. 

INGESTION: Single dose oral toxicity is low. The oral LD50 for 
rats is in the range of 1500-2500 mg/kg. If aspirated (liquid 
enters the lung), may be rapidly absorbed through the lungs 
and result in injury to other body systems. 

INHALATION: Minimal anesthetic or narcotic effects may be seen in 
the range of 500-1000 ppm methylene chloride. Progressively 
higher levels over 1000 ppm can cause dizziness, drunkenness; 
concentrations as low as 10,000 ppm can cause unconsciousness 
and death. These high levels may also cause cardiac arrythmias 
(irregular heartbeats). 

Excessive exposure may cause irritation to upper respiratory 
tract. Excessive exposure may cause carboxyhemoglobinemia, 
thereby impairing the blood 1 s ability to transport oxygen. 
In confined or poorly ventilated areas, vapors can readily 
accumulate and can cause unconsciousness and death. 

SYSTEMIC & OTHER EFFECTS: Excessive exposure may cause central 
nervous system, liver or kidney effects. Excessive exposure may 
cause carboxyhemoglobinemia, thereby impairing the blood 1 s 
ability to transport oxygen. Methylene chloride has been shown 
to increase the rate of spontaneously occurring malignant tumors 
in the B6C3Fl mouse and benign tumors in laboratory rats. Other 
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